
Writing Limitations of Research
Study — 4 Reasons Why It Is
Important!

Author
Shrutika Sirisilla

Post Url
https://www.enago.com/academy/limitations-of-research-study/

It is not unusual for researchers to come across the term limitations of research during
their academic paper writing. More often this is interpreted as something terrible.
However, when it comes to research study, limitations can help structure the research
study better. Therefore, do not underestimate significance of limitations of research
study.

Allow us to take you through the context of how to evaluate the limits of your research
and conclude an impactful relevance to your results.

What Are the Limitations of a Research Study?

Every research has its limit and these limitations arise due to restrictions in methodology
or research design.  This could impact your entire research or the research paper you
wish to publish. Unfortunately, most researchers choose not to discuss their limitations
of research fearing it will affect the value of their article in the eyes of readers.
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However, it is very important to discuss your study limitations and show it to your target
audience (other researchers, journal editors, peer reviewers etc.). It is very important
that you provide an explanation of how your research limitations may affect the
conclusions and opinions drawn from your research. Moreover, when as an author you
state the limitations of research, it shows that you have investigated all the weaknesses
of your study and have a deep understanding of the subject. Being honest could
impress your readers and mark your study as a sincere effort in research.

Why and Where Should You Include the Research
Limitations?

The main goal of your research is to address your research objectives. Conduct
experiments, get results and explain those results, and finally justify your research
question. It is best to mention the limitations of research in the discussion paragraph of
your research article.

At the very beginning of this paragraph, immediately after highlighting the strengths of
the research methodology, you should write down your limitations. You can discuss
specific points from your research limitations as suggestions for further research in the
conclusion of your thesis.

1. Common Limitations of the Researchers

Limitations that are related to the researcher must be mentioned. This will help you gain
transparency with your readers. Furthermore, you could provide suggestions on
decreasing these limitations in you and your future studies.

2. Limited Access to Information

Your work may involve some institutions and individuals in research, and sometimes
you may have problems accessing these institutions. Therefore, you need to redesign
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and rewrite your work. You must explain your readers the reason for limited access.

3. Limited Time

All researchers are bound by their deadlines when it comes to completing their studies.
Sometimes, time constraints can affect your research negatively. However, the best
practice is to acknowledge it and mention a requirement for future study to solve the
research problem in a better way.

4. Conflict over Biased Views and Personal Issues

Biased views can affect the research. In fact, researchers end up choosing only those
results and data that support their main argument, keeping aside the other loose ends of
the research.

Types of Limitations of Research

Before beginning your research study, know that there are certain limitations to what
you are testing or possible research results. There are different types that researchers
may encounter, and they all have unique characteristics, such as:

1. Research Design Limitations

Certain restrictions on your research or available procedures may affect your final
results or research outputs. You may have formulated research goals and objectives too
broadly. However, this can help you understand how you can narrow down the
formulation of research goals and objectives, thereby increasing the focus of your study.

2. Impact Limitations

Even if your research has excellent statistics and a strong design, it can suffer from the
influence of the following factors:

Presence of increasing findings as researched
Being population specific
A strong regional focus.

3. Data or statistical limitations

In some cases, it is impossible to collect sufficient data for research or very difficult to
get access to the data. This could lead to incomplete conclusion to your study.
Moreover, this insufficiency in data could be the outcome of your study design. The
unclear, shabby research outline could produce more problems in interpreting your
findings.
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How to Correctly Structure Your Research
Limitations?

There are strict guidelines for narrowing down research questions, wherein you could
justify and explain potential weaknesses of your academic paper. You could go through
these basic steps to get a well-structured clarity of research limitations:

1. Declare that you wish to identify your limitations of research and explain their
importance,

2. Provide the necessary depth, explain their nature, and justify your study choices.
3. Write how you are suggesting that it is possible to overcome them in the future.

In this section, your readers will see that you are aware of the potential weaknesses in
your business, understand them and offer effective solutions, and it will positively
strengthen your article as you clarify all limitations of research to your target audience.

Know that you cannot be perfect and there is no individual without flaws. You could use
the limitations of research as a great opportunity to take on a new challenge and
improve the future of research. In a typical academic paper, research limitations may
relate to:

1. Formulating your goals and objectives

If you formulate goals and objectives too broadly, your work will have some
shortcomings. In this case, specify effective methods or ways to narrow down the
formula of goals and aim to increase your level of study focus.

2. Application of your data collection methods in research

If you do not have experience in primary data collection, there is a risk that there will be
flaws in the implementation of your methods. It is necessary to accept this, and learn
and educate yourself to understand data collection methods.

3. Sample sizes

This depends on the nature of problem you choose. Sample size is of a greater
importance in quantitative studies as opposed to qualitative ones. If your sample size is
too small, statistical tests cannot identify significant relationships or connections within a
given data set.

You could point out that other researchers should base the same study on a larger
sample size to get more accurate results.

4. The absence of previous studies in the field you have chosen

Writing a literature review is an important step in any scientific study because it helps
researchers determine the scope of current work in the chosen field. It is a major
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foundation for any researcher who must use them to achieve a set of specific goals or
objectives.

However, if you are focused on the most current and evolving research problem or a
very narrow research problem, there may be very little prior research on your topic. For
example, if you chose to explore the role of Bitcoin as the currency of the future, you
may not find tons of scientific papers addressing the research problem as Bitcoins are
only a new phenomenon.

Discussion

It is important that you learn to identify research limitations examples at each step.
Whatever field you choose, feel free to add the shortcoming of your work. This is mainly
because you do not have many years of experience writing scientific papers or
completing complex work. Therefore, the depth and scope of your discussions may be
compromised at different levels compared to academics with a lot of expertise. Include
specific points from limitations of research. Use them as suggestions for the future.

Have you ever faced a challenge of writing the limitations of research study in your
paper? How did you overcome it? What ways did you follow? Were they beneficial? Let
us know in the comments below!
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